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A Foreigner’s Perspective Mark

Each newsletter | plan to write about an interesting thing about Japanese
tanbo, for me a New Zealander. | am not an expert in tanbo, the environment
or politics. But | hope an outsider’ s view will be interesting.

When working in the tanbo the first thing that | found surprising, were the
large number of animals which have adapted or evolved to live within
traditional tanbo. | have seen frogs, tadpoles, fish, dragon flies, snails, crabs,
crayfish, lizards, herons and snakes. This was interesting because | did not
normally associate farming with a home for animals, apart from the ones
which are eaten or used, and a few pest species.

In New Zealand farms are generally not considered as part of the natural
environment. This partly due to a difference in farming methods (it’ s mostly
dairy farming and tanbo are not used). But it is also because farming has not had time to become part of
the environment. New Zealand was first settled by the Maori people around 800 years ago, and large scale
farming methods were not introduced by Europeans until around 170 years ago. In contrast Japan contains
evidence of human inhabitants from 40,000 years ago and tanbo have been used for around 6,000 years
(according to wikipedia.org).

In other countries there are examples where life has adapted to humans. Such as the London Underground
Mosquito which evolved into a unique species especially suited to the subway. It thrived during WW2 with
many people sheltering below ground. Also, a bacteria which eats human manufactured plastic (PET) has
been recently discovered. However | am very happy to find that some animals have also changed to live
in relative harmony with Japanese tanbo farming.

It reminded me of one of my favorlte quotes usually attrlbuted to Charles Darwm -- “It is not the strongest
of the species that [ E L0 &= : 2y
survives, nor the most & Sl
intelligent that
survives. It is the one
that is most adaptable
fo change.” | think this
has been applicable to
the animals of the
tanbo, butitis also very
applicable to Japanese
society as a whole.
Thank you for reading,
next time | plan to write
about tanbo and
politics.
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